Publication Date: Wednesday, January 14, 2026
STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
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[bookmark: _Hlk218760736]AGENCY: Public Utilities Commission
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 65-407 C.M.R. Ch. 420, Safety Standards for Natural Gas and Liquefied Natural Gas Facility Operators
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P001
BRIEF SUMMARY: The Commission initiates a rulemaking to amend Chapter 420 as directed by the Legislature pursuant to L.D. 1473 (132nd Legislature 2025), An Act to Require Gas Utilities to Assess for Natural Gas Leaks and to Require Reporting of Gas Leak Information (codified at 35-A MRSA § 4173). 
PUBLIC HEARING: Thursday, February 5, 2026 at 11:00am at the Public Utilities Commission, 26 Katherine Drive, Hallowell, Maine 04347. Interested persons wishing to participate in the hearing remotely may file a letter requesting remote participation in Docket No. 2025-00330 stating the reasons why remote participation is required.
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday, February 20, 2026. Interested persons may file initial comments on the proposed amendments to the rule using the Commission's Case Management System (CMS) in Docket No. 2025-00330 on or before Monday, February 2, 2026. Final written comments may be filed on the proposed rule in CMS no later than Friday, February 20, 2026. All comments will appear in CMS. Commenters should refer to Docket No. 2025- 00330 when submitting comments.
Contact Person for this Filing: 
Vanessa Bean, 18 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333 (207)287-1385; vanessa.bean@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 35-A M.R.S. §§ 111, 4508, 4515, 4516-A, and 4705-A
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different):
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  
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[bookmark: _Hlk213059067]AGENCY: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation, Board of Licensure for Professional Land Surveyors. 
CHAPTER NUMBERS AND RULE TITLES:

· 02-360 C.M.R. Ch. 50, Qualifications For Licensure as a Professional Land Surveyor [Repeal and Replace]
· 02-360 C.M.R. Ch. 60, Licensure by Comity [Repeal]  
· 02-360 C.M.R. Ch. 80, Licensure by Endorsement [New]
· 02-360 C.M.R. Ch. 90, Standards of Practice [Repeal and Replace]  

ADOPTION FILING NUMBERS: 2026-002 (Ch. 50), 2026-003 (Ch. 60), 2026-004 (Ch. 80), 2026-005 (Ch. 90)

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The rulemaking repeals and replaces two chapters to update the board’s rules and amend the pathways to licensure, including implementation of a pathway for licensure by endorsement. It also repeals Chapter 60 and adds Chapter 80 to create a pathway to licensure via endorsement.  Chapter 50, Qualifications for Licensure as a Professional Land Surveyor: The changes remove the requirement that an applicant for a professional land surveyor license demonstrate 24 months of experience as a Maine land surveyor-in-training to allow experience gained in another jurisdiction. The examination process is also clarified.   Chapter 90, Standards of Practice: Changes address maintaining records in an electronic format and general formatting issues.  Chapter 60, Licensure by Comity: Is repealed  as it is not necessary with the addition of licensure by endorsement.  Chapter 80:  Licensure by Endorsement:  A pathway for licensure by Endorsement pursuant to Public Law 2021, Chapter 167, An Act to Facilitate Licensure for Credentialed Individuals from Other Jurisdictions is implemented.    

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, January 18, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Catherine E. Pendergast
Agency Name: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation, Board of Licensure for Professional Land Surveyors
Mailing Address: 35 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0035
Telephone Number: 207-624-8518
Email Address:  

[bookmark: _Hlk218689179][bookmark: _Hlk218689323]
[bookmark: _Hlk218682449]AGENCY: Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry, Maine Land Use Planning Commission
CHAPTER NUMBERS AND RULE TITLES: 

· 01-672 C.M.R. Ch. 2, Definitions
· 01-672 C.M.R. Ch. 10, Land Use Districts and Standards

ADOPTION FILING NUMBERS: 2026-006 (Ch. 2), 2026-009 (Ch. 10)

CONCISE SUMMARY:

Revisions to Chapter 2 include replacing the current definition of “campsite” with “minor campground” and creating a new definition of “campsite” in response to recent statutory changes (Public Law 2025 Chapter 11). Other changes include slightly modifying language for several definitions to improve clarity and consistency with LUPC statute and with the 2022 LUPC rulemaking regarding solar energy facilities. Changes to Chapter 10 include revising Section 10.22 to add “minor campground” to the lists of uses allowed without a permit subject to standards in M-GN, M-HP, and M-NC subdistricts. Other changes include modifying provisions in Sections 10.06, 10.11, 10.21, and Appendix G to improve clarity and consistency with 12 M.R.S. § 682. Additionally, the revisions modify the deadline for filing a development permit following the establishment of a D-PD or D-PR subdistrict from 18 months to five years and add a provision by which the Commission can conclude the deadline does not apply. Section 10.25 is revised to change the limit for transient occupancy of Recreational Vehicles in the P-FP subdistrict from 120 to 150 days to align with a recent revision to 12 M.R.S. § 682(18). Documents incorporated by reference are updated to more recent available versions and a provision is added that the public may access those documents on the Commission’s website. Revisions also clarify that height requirements apply to development near “major flowing water.” Finally, revisions include various other clerical edits, including but not limited to spelling corrections, word usage, citations, and the way use listings are presented.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Monday, January 12, 2025

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Tim Beaucage
Agency Name: Maine Land Use Planning Commission
Mailing Address: 22 SHS, Augusta, Maine 04333
Telephone Number: 207-931-6974
Email Address: Timothy.Beaucage@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry, Maine Land Use Planning Commission
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 01-672 C.M.R. Ch. 2, Definitions
ADOPTION FILING NUMBERS: 2026-007

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Land Use Planning Commission adopted these amendments to improve efficiency and clarity in siting, evaluating, and permitting solar energy generation facilities and battery energy storage system facilities. The primary objectives of this rulemaking are to clarify definitions for solar energy generation facilities and define battery energy storage system facilities.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Monday, January 12, 2025

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Megan Lamb
Agency Name: Maine Land Use Planning Commission, Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
Mailing Address: 106 Hogan Rd., Bangor, ME 04401
Telephone Number: 207-446-8823
Email Address: Megan.Lamb@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry, Maine Land Use Planning Commission
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 01-672 C.M.R. Ch. 2, Definitions
ADOPTION FILING NUMBERS: 2026-008

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The adopted amendments to Chapter 2 add a definition of “short-term rental” and clarify related definitions to differentiate between the residential use of a single dwelling unit, bunkhouse, or residential campsite as a short-term rental and the commercial use of two or more short-term rentals on a single lot. A definition of “use notification” is also added to provide clarification regarding the notice requirement included in the adopted Chapter 10 standards for short-term rentals.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Monday, January 12, 2025

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Tim Beaucage
Agency Name: Maine Land Use Planning Commission
Mailing Address: 22 SHS, Augusta, Maine 04333
Telephone Number: 207-931-6974
Email Address: Timothy.Beaucage@maine.gov



AGENCY: Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry, Maine Land Use Planning Commission
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 01-672 C.M.R. Ch. 10, Land Use Planning Commission
ADOPTION FILING NUMBERS: 2026-010

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Land Use Planning Commission adopted these amendments to improve efficiency and clarity in siting, evaluating, and permitting solar energy generation facilities and battery energy storage system facilities. The primary objectives of this rulemaking are to specify which Land Use subdistricts will allow battery energy storage system facilities, add an additional subdistrict that will allow small scale solar energy generation facilities, introduce standards for solar energy generation facilities and battery energy storage system facilities, and introduce standards for decommissioning these facilities.

[bookmark: _Hlk219195162]EFFECTIVE DATE: Monday, January 12, 2025

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Megan Lamb
Agency Name: Maine Land Use Planning Commission, Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
Mailing Address: 106 Hogan Rd., Bangor, ME 04401
Telephone Number: 207-446-8823
Email Address: Megan.Lamb@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry, Maine Land Use Planning Commission
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 01-672 C.M.R. Ch. 10, Land Use Planning Commission
ADOPTION FILING NUMBERS: 2026-011

CONCISE SUMMARY:
The adopted amendments to Chapter 10 include the addition of “short-term rental” as a use allowed without a permit subject to standards in the subdistricts where residential dwellings or residential campsites are allowed by permit or special exception. The proposed standard requires written notice for new and existing short-term rentals. Owners of existing short-term rentals would have 180 days after the effective date of the rule to file a notice with the Commission.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Monday, January 12, 2025

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Tim Beaucage
Agency Name: Maine Land Use Planning Commission
Mailing Address: 22 SHS, Augusta, Maine 04333
Telephone Number: 207-931-6974
Email Address: Timothy.Beaucage@maine.gov


AGENCY: Department of Marine Resources   
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 13-188 C.M.R. Ch. 11, Scallops (11.08; Targeted Closures: (10) Casco Bay Islands; (11) Lower Blue Hill & Jericho Bays; (12) Upper Narraguagus; (13) Inside Chandler Bay; and (14) Cobscook, Whiting & Dennys Bays)  
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-012 (Emergency Rule)

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Commissioner adopts this emergency rulemaking to establish scallop conservation closures in Casco Bay (Zone 1); Lower Blue Hill & Jericho Bays, Narraguagus and Chandler Bay areas (Zone 2); and Cobscook Bay including Whiting & Denny’s Bays (Zone 3). The Department is concerned that continued harvesting for the remainder of the 2025-2026 fishing season in these areas will reduce legal scallop abundance further, increasing risk to recovery efforts, as well as increase incidental mortality on sublegal scallops observed during the 2025 scallop surveys. Sublegal scallop aggregations are essential to the ongoing growth and recovery of the scallop resource. An immediate conservation closure is necessary to reduce the risk of unusual damage and imminent depletion of the scallop resource in five important scallop harvest areas. For these reasons, the Commissioner hereby adopts an emergency closure of Maine’s scallop fishery in these areas as authorized by 12 M.R.S. §6171(3)(A).  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, January 11, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Melissa Smith
Agency Name: Marine Resources
Mailing Address: 21 State House Station, Augusta ME 04333
Telephone Number: (207) 441-5040
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Education 
CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: 05-071 C.M.R. Ch. 33, Rule Governing Physical Restraint and Seclusion
ADOPTED RULE NUMBER: 2026-013 (Provisional Adoption)
 
CONCISE SUMMARY: 
 
This revision proposes an update to the definition of physical escort and serious physical injury as determined by the 132d legislature pursuant to P.L. 2025 Chapter 266.  
 
EFFECTIVE DATE: Not applicable (Provisional Adoption of a Major Substantive Rule)
 
AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Laura Cyr 
AGENCY NAME: Maine Department of Education 
ADDRESS: 23 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04330 
TELEPHONE: 207-446-8791 


AGENCY: Department of Education 
CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: 05-071 C.M.R. Ch. 115, The Credentialling of Education Personnel
ADOPTED RULE NUMBER: 2026-214 (Provisional Adoption) 
 
CONCISE SUMMARY: 
 
Resolve 2024, Chapter 137 required the State Board of Education to revise the rule in alignment with their report pursuant to Resolve 2023, Chapter 54. The revision of this rule will update the requirements for the credentialing and licensing of education personnel.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Not applicable (Provisional Adoption of a Major Substantive Rule)
 
AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Laura Cyr 
AGENCY NAME: Maine Department of Education 
ADDRESS: 23 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04330 
TELEPHONE: 207-446-8791 
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